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RETAINED TOOTH FRAGMENT
Sir, we recently encountered this case and wish to share the fi ndings with your readers.
A 46-year-old man, who was fi t and well, presented to the emergency department complaining of a swelling of the left side of the lower lip (mucosal aspect), which had been present for three months. It was gradually increasing in size, sometimes painful and occasionally infected. Three months ago he was involved in a motorcycle accident in Greece in which his upper and lower lips were lacerated and also several of the upper and lower anterior teeth were fractured. His lips were sutured in Greece. Upon return to the UK he saw his GDP on numerous occasions for the extraction of necessary teeth and construction of dentures. The patient mentioned about the lower lip swelling but was reassured that it was probably a traumatic extravasation mucocele. He then consulted his GMP who said that the swelling was probably due to his dentures. The patient then resorted to attending the emergency department as above and on examination a fi rm lower lip mass, 0.5 cm in length, was identifi ed, which was not currently infected. A lower lip soft tissue lateral radiograph was taken which shows a piece of tooth embedded in the substance of the lower lip (Fig. 1) . The plan is for removal of this tooth fragment, under a local anaesthetic, via a trans-mucosal approach.
This case demonstrates the value of taking a social and recreational history and also demonstrates the utility of soft tissue radiographic views in confi rming the diagnosis, which have been recommended in such cases.
1
In such cases, tooth fragments will most commonly be found in the lips (as opposed to other sites of the oral cavity); rarely, such fragments will spontaneously erupt from the mucosa 2 but the usual recommendation is that such fragments should be removed to prevent any undesirable foreign-body reactions and scarring. 
SUFFICIENT RETENTION
Sir, a 9-year-old boy who was undergoing orthodontic treatment with a 
